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plight, and let him convince us of his passion for the lady by
displaying the usual symptoms in manner and in word. But
here is an unexpected quandary. He wants money to provide
himself with a wife. He seeks our permission to help himself
from the family chest; but, obviously, to secure our consent,
he must produce the lady and assure us of her worthiness to be
the occasion of a slighdy irregular financial transaction. He
cannot, however, present her to us: for any lady such as he
might marry is strictly forbidden to make such a public appear-
ance. Hence our plot cannot avail itself of any proposals for a
genuine marriage. But our young man must need money;
betrothals barred, he must be involved in a less proper situation,
caught in the toils of the sort of woman he could not marry.
Let him be mixed up in a liaison with some mistress or other.
It may appear a much less reputable predicament: but it will
at least extend the reach of our comic lash. Procurers and all
who trade in sex will be additional material; and there will
also be the advantage, that whilst furthering our young hero's
schemes, we shall have occasion for administering suitable
admonishment. Maybe, too, the predicament will more
effectively serve our primary comic purpose: for the miser
will endure a more bitter torment in seeing his wealth con-
verted into necklets for a whore than in merely having to accept
an anticipation of the post-mortem change of ownership from
father to son.

So our scenario is complete. All now needed is a plot by
which the old man's money may be transferred to assist the
young man in his dilemma. A modern may find difficulty in
contriving a suitable machinery for an operation of this sort.
But at this point a Roman had no difficulty: he had a perfect
mechanism ready-made for him. A distinctive feature of his
social institutions provided him with an ideal instrument for
the purpose, the particular domestic slave who acted as man-
servant in the household. This person's office provided him
with ample opportunity for attempts of the requisite kind, and
his mode of life had produced in him the qualities of character,